In the summer of 1929 a study of five hundred children in the public schools who presented behavior problems was begun. The group was composed of children who because of their unconformed behavior in the class room were referred for a psychological examination under the supervision of the Department of Special Education. These examinations were conducted with a view toward possible placement in a Special Class. Through the courtesy of the Director of Special Education access to the files of the Department was made possible.
Introduction
In the summer of 1929 a study of five hundred children in the public schools who presented behavior problems was begun. The group was composed of children who because of their unconformed behavior in the class room were referred for a psychological examination under the supervision of The study as it finally developed can be divided into three parts: first, a general analysis of the group considering such factors as sex differences, racial composition, age and grade at which disciplinary problems develop, causes of disciplinary problems; second, the mental status of the disciplinary group; third, illustrative case studies.
General Analysis of the Group
The educational procedure in special classes is different from the procedure in the regular grades. The pressure of academic standards is not so great, therefore the teacher has an opportunity to discover the cause of non-conformed behavior and frequently to effect adjustment. Two Backward Classes are referred children who are so deficient in the abilities of a more intellectual nature required for school work that they are unable to profit by the instruction given in the regular classroom. To the Orthogenic Disciplinary Classes are referred children whose maladjustment in school is supposed to involve, as the name implies, failure to conform to discipline rather than intellectual deficiency. Boys who have gone out from special classes upon their return as visitors impress upon us their intellectual superiority, "I was not 0. B., you know, I was 0. D. I was not dumb, I was bad." The records of several of these boys were consulted, only to find that they had been 0. B. after all. Society had apparently taught them that it was worse to be "dumb" than bad.
Sex Differences
It has already been noted that boys greatly outnumber girls among children examined because of disciplinary problems. What is the cause of this difference? The accusations against the boys represent violations of school discipline, conflict with authority, maladjustment to school work. Wickman (13) states that boys are considered to be notoriously more difficult to manage than girls, with the result that incidence of reported problems among them is greater than among girls, for example, ten problems per boy and only six per girl. Boys are more aggressive than girls and thus increase their chances of annoying the adult. Evidently teachers' ideals of desirable behavior tend toward the distinguishing characteristics of girls who are generally conceded to be more docile, compliant, "withdrawing," less active. Boys are aggressive, antagonistic, and attacking. Discipline case reports show the boys to be "truant," "defiant," "disobedient," "impudent," "won't, work and won't let others work," "struck teacher," "threw book at teacher," "constantly disrupting class," "uses profane and obscene language." Similar records for girls read "hard," "tough," "incorrigible," "menace to other children," "insidious moral influence," "flippant."
In disciplinary groups, however, the behavior of both boys and girls is described as aggressive. It is interesting to note that Table  II shows a higher percentage of girls than of boys becoming disciplinary problems in the first three grades, due probably to the fact that girls are generally so docile at these earlier ages that any non-conformity is cited immediately. For girls the notations "tough," "hard," "incorrigible" carry an implication of sex de- linquencies which constitute a more serious problem with girls than with boys. Of Table I shows the distribution of ages at which the children in the group become disciplinary problems. The mode for boys is 14 years although there is little difference between 13 and 14, and for School Retardation Table III shows the amount of retardation and acceleration in three academic subjects. The results of the tests of school proficiency proved arithmetic to be the most difficult subject for this group. These children can acquire the four fundamental processes of arithmetic in a mechanical fashion, but the ability to apply these It is difficult to determine whether school retardation is a result or a cause of unconformed behavior. However, when we consider the low mental status of our group it seems reasonable to suppose that much of the school retardation discovered is due to a lack of ability, and consequently that the school failure incident to this lack of ability is a cause of the behavior problem in some cases at least.
Causative Factors
The data on the age at which these children become disciplinary problems have indicated already the influence of adolescence. No fixed date can be given for the beginning of the adolescent period; it varies with the individual and is dependent upon hereditary and environmental influences. Crampton (4) in his study of 4800 boys found that 13 years, 9 months to 14 years, 3 months was the most important period. Bird T. Baldwin (2) 
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shows that the visual memory span of the disciplinary group is slightly below that of the normal group as shown in the Witmer Diagnostic Standards. As is the case with normal children, in the disciplinary group we find that the visual memory span is higher than the auditory from 9 years upwards.
Reverse.
( Table VIII .) According to the Binet-Simon Scale Henry was under hospital care but was most irregular in attendance because he said there was nothing the matter with him so he threw his medicine away. He was constantly changing his home because his guardian, a woman, was always picking on him, and, in his estimate, apparently spent her time in thwarting his desires. The school made it possible for him to get a part time job but he was always losing his job and returning,?it didn't pay enough, or it was too difficult, or '' they looked at him funny.'' At sixteen (the coveted age for all these children, boys and girls), we dismissed him cheerfully for good as we supposed, but in a few months he was back demanding admission to a high school. He had learned the need of superior training. We sent him up for an examination which he failed to pass. "Of course, the examiner had a pick on him"?though he couldn't read 6th grade text well and had but a poor 4th grade proficiency in arithmetic.
C.A. 14-8; M.A. 14-0; I.Q. 95 She hates school and resents having been sent to "this H . . . hole"?the disciplinary class in which she now is. Her one idea is to leave school when she is fourteen and get a job. Last summer she worked in a restaurant and earned ten dollars a week, and met "awful swell" people. Frequently at night she dances in competition with other girls at the different movie theatres and while she has won no prizes, she has made many "boy friends."
The mother is a weak, shiftless, indifferent woman who does not care what the children do, nor what time they come in at night, so long as they do not bother her. In the morning, Blanche gets the breakfast for her brothers and sisters and gets them off to school, while the mother sleeps. School holds nothing for Blanche. She is constantly interrupting classroom activities, and uses most profane and obscene language when asked to keep still. In an interview with the mother, she declared that all Blanche's badness came from the father's side of the house; if she had known as much before she married him as she does now, she'd be better off. He had served a long sentence in jail.
Blanche's I.Q. is 85, probably sufficient to carry her through socially as she is most attractive,?violet blue eyes and lovely fair Referred, at eight years, for non-conformity?corrupts children in regular class.
Because of very bad home conditions, Joan had been removed from her home and placed, by the court, with foster parents who were much too old for the responsibility of an eight year old child. They were good, religious souls. The foster father was much more understanding and lenient with Joan's misdemeanors than the mother who was a woman of much moral rectitude but extremely jealous of Joan's fondness for the old man. Every act of Joan's was misinterpreted. She could not sit on her foster father's lap; she could not greet with affection any male member of the household, for the minister of the church had said she was "a child of flame and would need much watching.'' She was supposed to have had improper contacts with older men and boys and to have exposed herself in the class room. Even animals were said not to have escaped. She had been placed under hospital care and given the purging influence of frequent prayer meetings and attendance at Sunday School, but both seemed to have failed.
She was an irritating little soul in the classroom. She did wrong not maliciously but because she was extremely restless and energetic and had an overweening desire for approbation. She could not run off her energy in the usual way since games and sports were forbidden her as "unladylike." Every morning she could be seen walking demurely to school holding the mother's hand. Every afternoon she went home gaily skipping along with her old man several paces behind. Movies, educational or otherwise, were forbidden her?they were sinful. Joan belonged to the "terrible meek" and when questioned as to why she did not go out to play with other little children, she stood humbly before you Ione was very loquacious and sexually precocious. She pursued the boys, jumping on them whenever she met them, and at one time hurt one quite badly.
After an absence from school of several years, Ione's mother asked that she be returned to school. She said that the girl had improved in health very much and also in behavior. Ione's medical record shows that her birth was normal, that she was a "blue" baby, and that her first attack of 'epilepsy' was at fourteen months.
Since her re-admission she has been the cause of many fights on the street and in the classroom. Her language is filthy and her scorn of the teachers is expressed in no mild terms. She is rather an attractive, well-formed child, with black curly hair and piercing eyes. Physically she is very mature; she has "it," and needs much watching in her contacts with the boys. Her 
